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BI-ENNIAL ELECTIONS 


With a salute of giant firecrackers we 
present the Conference's new officers: 

President: Reverend Karl G. Schroeder, 
Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa, who thru 
his editorship of the Bulletin and his 
leadership in the Mid-West Play Festival 
is well known to Conference members. 

Vice-President: Mr. Joseph F. Rice, 
former West Regional Chairman, director 
of Los Angeles Theatre Unit and Immacu- 
late Heart College and founder of the 
first Summer Theatre Workshop at Immacu- 
late Heart - the leader of Catholic the- 
atre on the West Coast. 

Executive Committee: Reverend Guy E. 
Buyon, 0.Praem., as director of Central 
Catholic High School, Green Bay, Wisc., 
brings earnest enthusiasm for Conference 
aims and first hand experience of boys' 
high school needs in theatre. 

Mr. Walter Kerr, the playwright-teach- 
er-director at Catholic University who 
has done more than any individual in re- 
cent years to advance the prestige of 
college theatre. 

Sister Maria Ancilla of St. Joseph Col- 
lege, West Hartford, Conn., in organiz- 
ing the New England Region in 1946 has 
proved a talent for leadership equal to 
her discriminating taste in theatre. 

Miss Sally Moormann of College of Mt. 
St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio brings broad rep- 
resentation to the Board, combining her 
present experience in the East Central 
Region with that of past years at George- 
town Visitation Convent and Catholic 
University at Washington. 

Sister Thomas More, 0.P., St. Clara 
Academy, Sinsinawa, Wis., adds to the 
power of the Board the ingenuity and 
wisdom of a director who sponsors stu- 
dent written scripts in an all-girls' 
high school, 

Reverend Urban Nagle, 0.P., and Helen 
Purcell, Secretary, give continuity to 
Board action through their experience 


Established 1937 








MISSING, MISSED 





Now that delegates*are expressing their 
pleasure and profit in the convention -- 
now that it has become an experience 
from which we may learn how the next can 
be improved, we may admit that the pros- 
pect of the event without the presence 
of Father Donohue was terrifying. 

Thanks to Margaret Passmore's quiet 
competence, sessions assigned to our 
President were successfully passed. But 
we can't help wishing members might have 
had an opportunity to meet Father Dono- 
hue, who in his 1945-1947 term of office 
did more than any other person to organ- 
ize Conference affairs in an orderly, 
workable pattern. His contribution will 
always be of help. 

Father Donohue is at present undergo- 
ing hospital treatment which, it is 
hoped, will return him to his active 
teaching-writing-scene-designing life 
after a brief interval when he may find 
some time for writing as well as recuper- 
ation. His illness has lessened no whit 
his intense interest in the advance of 
the Conference, and we know that Father 
Schroeder may count on valuable assis- 
tance from him in the months ahead. 


on past Boards. Father Nagle, as co- 
founder of Blackfriars’ Guild, lecturer 
and playwright, speaks with authority 
on commnity theatre problems. 

Wish them well. They will be work- 
ing for you and for the future of 
Catholic theatre. 


316 West 57 Street, New York, 19 Circle 7-0236 








OLD AND NEW 





The presence of twenty Canadian dele- 
gates at the convention emphasized the 
fact that "National" in our title was 
too restrictive (in addition to causing 
some confusion with National Theatre 
Conference), and one of the first ac- 
tions of the new Executive Board was Mr. 
Rice's motion to urge the amendment of 
title, bringing back the original name 
Catholic Theatre Conference. It was 
possible to present the amendment at the 
General Assembly of the Convention, 
called at 11:40 a.m., June 23, and the 
official title became Catholic Theatre 
Conference. 

It was agreed that present supplies of 
stationery, membership cards, etc. 
would be used and as new material was or- 
dered, the name would be changed. The 
Conference bank account is being changed 
at once, and some motions will be saved 
if checks are now made payable to Catho- 
lic Theatre Conference. 

With Father Schroeder to report di- 
rectly from Father Donohue on changes in 
substance and form, the amendment of the 
old constitution at the Business Meeting 
June 22, proceeded with agreement and 
dispatch. Chief among changes in sub- 
stance were categories of membership and 
fees. (The Executive Board in passing 
the By-Laws June 20, as was within its 
jurisdiction, had asked that By-Law III, 
Section 1, governing fees, be referred to 
the Convention for vote,) While agree- 
ing that income of groups varied greatly 
and that in the case of very small units 
the higher fees might present problems 
needing individual solution, it was ac- 
knowledged that the Conference could not 
indefinitely continue to operate on 
charity. Dues notices will be mailed to 
all who did not renew prior to June 22, 
carrying the following categories and 
rates: 


Subscriber: $3 - entitles holder to 
Calendar (Oct.--May and Mid-Summer) and 
annual Bulletin’ no service on inquiries 
and no voting privilege. 

Member: $10 - entitles individual or 
group to Calendar and Bulletin and any 
other material distributed (such as play 
list); use of library without special 
fee; royalty reductions (in the case of 
an individual this privilege may not be 
claimed for more than one group) ser- 
vice on inquiries; one seat and one vote 
at closed business meetings. 

Sustaining Member: $25 - entitles 
holder to all rights of members and to 
be published as sustaining member at 
least once a year. 

Life Member: $200 - entitles one who 
has been continuously a member for 3 
years by payment of this fee to be for- 
ever exempt from annual dues; he enjoys 
the same privileges as members and will 
be published as a life member at least 
once in the year. 

The Initiation Fee of $1 is payable on 
all new and on all lapsed subscriptions 
after September lst. 

One change in Executive Board election 
procedure should be a great advantage in 
future operation: whereas heretofore nine 
Board Members have been elected with no 
specific provision for continuity, it is 
now provided that the President of the 
Conference at the end of his term auto- 
matically becomes a Member of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and in addition eight 
members are elected. 

The number of Regions is no longer 
limited by the Constitution, but may be 
determined by the Executive Board. Sim- 
ilarly, the number of Diocesan Units may 
be determined by the Board. Each Dioces- 
an Unit shall be initially organized by 
a Chairman appointed by the Board. 


GRANT OF HONOR 





At its final meeting the outgoing Board voted unanimously to use its prerogative 
of a grant of honor, whereby life membership is awarded to an individual who has 
rendered outstanding service to the Conference, by presenting a life membership to 


Mr. Emmet Lavery. 


Citation of a long list of Conference services is unnecessary here. 


The Confer- 


ence is happy to count the most successful Catholic playwright as one of its mest 
energetic workers now just as he was ten years ago when he was instrumental in its 


founding. 


Only an elephantine schedule in Hollywood kept Mr. Lavery from the Con- 


vention’ although we could not argue against assignments, we missed the dynamic 


force of his first-hand contribution. 





At the General Assembly, June 23, 
Father Schroeder announced the appoint- 
ment of the following committees: 

Publicity {organized on geographical 
areas rather than the former theatre 
levels): Helen Feeney, Chairman; Mabel 
Frey, covering especially channels for 
youth organizations around St. Paul; 
Mrs. L. G. Bujarski, Kansas; Rev. C. J. 
Steiner, S.J., Ohio. 

Play Listing (revised according to the 
former committee's recommendations to 
allow better coverage of new material, 
published and unpublished, appealing to 
various levels of work; it is believed 
that the new set-up will allow the more 
regular appearance of play-list supple- 
ments which will present material not 
otherwise known to members): Rev. C. R. 
Mulrooney, Chairman (all-male); Mrs. 
Christopher Wyatt (Broadway); Sister Mary 
Gregory, 0.P. (all-girls); Sister Mary 
Honora, 0.P. (high school); Margaret 
Passmore (children's theatre). 

A committee to gather and evaluate 
Radio Scripts was also named: Rev. M. D. 
Dubee, Chairman; Mother Margaret, 0.S.U. 
and Mr. William Coleman. All these con- 
tributed to the convention session on 
Radio and are in a position to receive 
and sort mch radio material. With in- 
creasing call upon the Service Bureau 
for radio scripts and in view of a recent 
request from a Chicago publisher, the 
need for a special committee in this 
field was apparent. It is hoped that 
this branch of the Library may be ex- 
tended to serve better the needs of ra- 
dio groups in the Conference. 





YOUR NEWSLETTER 


By decision of the Board on June 23, 
the Production Calendar will for this 
year continue to be mimeographed. The 
comparatively large difference in cost 
and the additional time required for 
preparation of more material and proof- 
reading, were not over-balanced by reader 
interest according to the reports reach- 
ing the Board. It is hoped that money 
saved by mimeographing may be directed to 
addressograph equipment in order that 
time now spent on roytine typing may go 
to constructive Conference projects. 


SPARKING REGIONAL ACTIVITY 


Monday morning, June 23, provided much 
needed time for regional meetings; that 
much was accomplished was proved by the 
reports given at the General Assembly, 
just before noon, by the newly elected 
Regional Chairmen. 

Mid-Atlantic: Mr. W. L. H. Bunker of 
Philopatrian Theatre Guild, Philadelphia 
stated that a committee had been appoint- 
ed to organize various areas in the re- 
gion which had pledged benefit perforn- 
ances and a drive for membership. 

East Central: Margaret Passmore an- 
nounced an organizational meeting of the 
region's members at Our Lady of Cincin- 
nati College, Thanksgiving weekend, to 
plan a play festival. 

Central Region: Sister Mary Angelita, 
B.V.M., reported that high school groups 
had agreed to further play festivals in 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, Davenport 
and La Crosse; that representatives of 
these festivals would meet for panel 
discussion; and that colleges in the re- 
gion would decide soon what could best 
be done on their level. 

West Central Region elected Reverend 
George Johnston, S.J., Chairman; Miss 
Belle Marie Mullins, Vice-Chairman; Sis- 
ter Rose Edward, Secretary; Mrs. L. G. 
Bujarski, Treasurer. Miss Mullins in 
the absence of Father Johnston, an- 
nounced that a meeting would be held in 
February at St. Louis, which would com- 
bine play festival and lecture. 

Western Region: John R. Garzero and 
Genevieve Garzero accepted joint respon- 
sibility for progress of the Western Re- 
gion's affairs, and it was expected that 
a@ regional meeting would be held in Hol- 
lywood in the coming year. 

New England: Sister Rita, serving as 
temporary chairman while Sister Maria 
Ancilla was absent for Board Meeting, 
reported that because of the small rep- 
resentation of a large New England men- 
bership it was decided to postpone the 
election of a regional chairman until a 
meeting could be held on an early Satur- 
day in September; until such election 
Sister Maria Ancilla will continue to 
serve as Chairman. 

The Canadian Region postponed its 
meeting to a later date in Canada. The 
Mountain Region met with the Western. 





FROM THE DOORWAY 





If you were not fortunate enough to be 
among the convention delegates, we'll 
hope you have a friend who can report in 
unlimited word space. You can count, 
too, on more thoroughgoing reviews in 
the Bulletin (with pictures) and in a 
special edition of Pittsburgh Catholic 
Theatre Guild's Curtain Call, which will 
be devoted to the convention and gratui- 
tously sent to all Conference members. 
Here we can only underscore doorway ob- 
servations. 

The Convention was blessed in person 
and by mail (we're hunting now for a 
frame for our Papal Blessing). Bishop 
Brady's support of theatre and of the 
Conference is our proudest asset - no one 
could have flown from Ottawa to Washing- 
ton for a Communion Breakfast appearance 
with a more generous humility. With Mon- 
signor McCormick, Monsignor Jordan, and 
Monsignor Reilly covering major func- 
tions of the convention, the University 
extended warm hospitality. It is good to 
have Monsignor Reilly's subsequent note, 
"The whole conference left a good impres- 
sion.” With invocations to Our Lady to 
inaugurate major sessions, the National 
Shrine was a good home; we shall wish for 
Monsignor Reilly his completed shrine by 
the time of the next CTC convention at 
Washington. 

Father Legault's heart-winning speech 
on Gheon, earning friends for Les Com- 
pagnons as well as for Henri Gheon, lost 
nothing in its postponement of an hour to 
the theatre building, thanks to his 
friendly understanding. By November we 
hope to have a Gheon issue of the Calen- 
dar which will supplement the January 
1945 number. 

One of the happiest conclusions of con- 
vention planning was the enthusiastic 
reception Miss Gifford received - which 
should erase the unfortunate memory that 
no Sisters enrolled at Columbia had ever 
taken her Pantomime course. Sister Mary 
Honora, 0.P., and Sister Thomas More, 0. 
P., extended the instruction period by 
coming to New York at the close of con- 
vention for private lessons. 

There were Laura Wright's session for 
the high school division and Father 
Grady's assembly of talent for the col- 
lege, which presented Father Cousins a 
Conference member you hear of too seldom 
in these pages. 

The fact that more copies of Mr. 


a 


Mielziner's photograph were ordered than 
of any other is a tribute to his gift to 
us of a real artist's experience. Only 
a big man would arrive before the opening 
Saturday morning, eager to hear all that 
came before and after his own program, 
and could suffer all the tributes which 
have been given him in recent years with- 
out indigestion. 

Catholic University's production of 
ALL GAUL IS DIVIDED was, of course, the 
peak in convention program. It meant 
the cooperation of all members of the 
department at a time which should have 
given rest before summer session. We 
should owe Father Hartke and Mr. Kerr a 
tremendous thank-you for the play regard- 
less of its success; having enjoyed one 
aspect of CU's talent for dramatic, sus- 
penseful theatre, we add to our sincere 
thanks the best wishes of the Conference 
for a season of tremendous hits. 

Large delegations from Detroit, Pitts- 
burgh and Montreal added zest to the Com- 
munity Theatre Session, and to Miss Pan- 
fil who assumed command when Nap Sanchez 
fell ill to radio commitments, we are 
grateful. The earnest support of quali- 
fied teachers in public schools is im- 
portant to the Conference generally as 
well as to local commmity theatres. 

Sister Mary Aquinas, 0.P., and Sister 
Mary Honora, 0.P., in their artistic 
mounting of photographs of Conference 
productions, provided the evidence of 
Conference standards. After the first 
of the early morning bouts with board, 
tape and blade, it was real work. For 
their perseverance even to the return of 
the last display board, we are truly 
thankful. 

From California, Utah, Oklahoma, Kan- 
sas, Ontario, Quebec, and from nearer 
points came delegates, each of whom 
widened the scope of convention think- 
ing. Everyone was important, and es- 
pecially the high school and college stu- 
dents who attended sessions faithfully 
and took away ideas which will build 
better meetings another year. 

From all who came we earnestly beg sug- 
gestions and recommendations for future 
conventions. What did you like? What 
did you miss? The planning of 1947's 
meeting was handicapped by lack of ex- 
perience: the 1949 convention will be 
the better for your expression of opinion 
now s 











